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INTERVIEWS
Every month we scour the planet to
find the best artists. We bring you
their stories and we showcase their
work. In this month’s issue...

SUBMITTING PHOTOS
Images must be high resolution (300) and sized at 100mm by 150mm.  

Email your photos to gallery@totaltattoo.co.uk or send them on a disc to 

Gallery, Total Tattoo, PO Box 10038, Sudbury, Suffolk, C010 7WL
The disc needs to be labelled with the artist & studio name.

COMPETITION TERMS ANd CONdITIONS
All winners will be picked at random (or on merit if applicable) after the closing date. Entries received after the closing date will not be
considered.  The editor’s decision is final. Only one entry per person please, and remember to include your name and address. Winners of
convention tickets will be responsible for their own transport and accommodation unless stated otherwise. Total Tattoo is not responsible for
items lost or damaged in transit – though of course we will try to help if we can.

ON THE COVER
Model: Blonde Pitbull
Tattoos: Various
Photo: Tina Korhon en
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R
ight now I feel as if I’ve been run over

by an 18-wheeler. Lying on the

metaphorical tattoo highway a little

battered and broken, I can still see it heading

off in the distance. The number plate reads

‘Brighton Tattoo Convention 2014’.

While I’m undoubtedly weary right now, I also haven’t been able to

wipe the smile off my face ever since I got home and had a chance to

process it all. It was a fantastic way to start the year, and a real

celebration of tattooing, pure and simple. It’s a truly great showcase for

what tattooing really is.

In total contrast, when I headed to one of the news gathering websites

this morning (for my regular look at how the general media is

portraying tattooing), I found myself presented with the usual celebrity

drivel and novelty-not-news nonsense. Leading the charge was a story

about a man in New Zealand who has been jailed for 12 months for

tattooing a 40cm penis onto someone’s back after a heavy drinking

session. It would seem that no news really is good news when it comes

to the way the tabloid press report on tattooing.

The story of Brighton is all about what can be achieved with hard

work, humility and respect – not only by artists, but also by supporters

and fans of tattooing. That other sorry tale is a perfect example of what

you get when machines that can tattoo perfectly well in the right hands

are made available to any idiot with a few quid in his pocket and access

to the Internet.

The sad thing is that this sort of crap goes on every day. Sure, tabloid

journalists can fill their pages with it, but sadder still is the fact that the

real story, the root of the problem, seems to be completely ignored.

The wide availability of starter kits for as little as £20 has done more

damage to the reputation of tattooing in the last few years than

anything else.

Tattooing today has more talent coming into it than ever before. It’s

steeped in tradition that needs to be respected, and it has a future

where the sky’s the limit. It’s an exciting and creative world to be a part

of. I just find it frustrating that so often what is reported in the media is

not tattooing at all. I have an old scalpel in the kitchen drawer at home,

but it sure as hell doesn’t make me a surgeon. 

Until next month...

James
editor@totaltattoo.co.uk

www.totaltattoo.co.uk

www.facebook.com/totaltattoomagazine

EDITORIAL

“Any fool can know. 

The point is to understand”

- Albert Einstein 
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neWS & reVIeWS
Tattoo news and reviews for your delectation and delight. If it goes on in the tattoo world, it goes in here. 
Send us your news items, books or products for review and items of general curiosity and intrigue for the tattoo cognoscenti.
News, Total Tattoo Magazine, PO Box 10038, Sudbury, Suffolk, CO10 7WL

In Your Face
Photographer Mark Leaver’s facial tattoos
project has resulted in some stunning portraits.
Predominantly
featuring 
modern black
work, the
images were
shot over a

four month period, but this is by no means the end of
the project. Mark tells us that “finding and
photographing the UK’s most notable facial tattoos
has been amazing, and has allowed me to meet some

incredible characters. The project’s
not even at the halfway point yet. I
still have a big list of people I’d
like to shoot. Then the plan is to re-
photograph everyone again in 10
years!” The results should be
fascinating. You can see more of
Mark’s work at
www.mdleaver.com

Up for a nomination at this year’s Oscars in
the Best Foreign Language category is the
Belgian film The Broken Circle
Breakdown. It tells the story of Elise, who
is a tattoo artist, and her banjo playing,
Bluegrass obsessed boyfriend Didier, and
how they deal with the serious illness of
their six-year-old daughter Maybelle.
Belgian tattoo artist Emilie Guillaume was
drafted in by director Felix van Groeningen
not only to design Elise’s tattoos but also to
help her with the development of her
character. If there is beauty to be found
within tragedy, The Broken Circle
Breakdown has captured it; the film is
captivating yet ultimately cruel. The two
lead performances draw you in and only
release you, drained and exhausted, as the
final credits roll. The film is available on

DVD and to download from all usual
outlets. Check out the linky on page 10.

Belfast City
Skinworks are
moving
After 14 years in their existing

location Belfast City Skinworks are

moving to larger premises. The new

shop opens on March 14th and is

located on Oxford Street in Belfast.

Check out facebook for more info.

www.facebook.com/bcskinworks  

Tattooing goes to the Oscars

In last month’s ‘Weird and Wonderful’

feature the images should have been

credited to Rick Nunn. If you would like

check out more of this talented

photographer’s work go to

www.ricknunn.com
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BOOK REVIEW
Amigos de los Muertos
Artists: Jeral Tidwell, Angryblue, Roberto Jaras Lira and David Lozeau
Published by: Last Gasp of San Francisco
Price: £20.00
Available from: www.gentlemanstattooflash.co.uk
Hard cover, gold embossed, 100 pages

Select four talented illustrators, ask them to produce a series of line drawings on a

single topic, the Day of the Dead, and then let them do their thing. The result is the

wonderful ‘Amigos de los Muertos’. Each artist has been given their own section, and

all four are a real treat. Even just a quick flick through can’t fail to give you a new

perspective on this already massively influential and popular subject matter. With

high production values and a low price, what’s not to love?

Artist
Wanted
Aurora Tattoo in Lancaster is

seeking an experienced black

and grey artist for a short or

long term position. This is a

great opportunity to work

alongside Emma Kierzek in an

inspiring, creative and friendly

environment. If you are

interested, please email your

portfolio to

auroratattoo@hotmail.co.uk.

Artist Wanted
Sacred Art Tattoo Manchester are looking for a new

artist to join the team on a full-time basis. A strong

portfolio and somebody who enjoys colour work

preferable. Anyone interested in the position should

forward their portfolio with a little bit about themselves 

to the following email address:

tattoo@sacredarttattoo.co.uk



LINKYS
Here is this month’s selection of web links, containing a wide range of tattoo snippets for you to

enjoy.  If you know of a good Linky that you think our readers would like, drop us a line to

editor@totaltattoo.co.uk putting Linkys as your subject.

The Broken Circle Beakdown trailer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Umjruify6lg

Art of Tattoos: 25 to Life

https://vimeo.com/60948816

Anton Gunnarsson rocks

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q7vmSPCSJ-A

Comedy Inc - The Late Shift - Tattoo 3 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRwVrUIsFuM
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Book Review
Rocking Tattoos

by Raymond Mosken

Published by Kontur

Price £29.99

www.turnaround-uk.com

Tattoos and Rock ‘n’ Roll belong together; they are an

essential element in the identity of any freethinking rebel.

This is a fact that has not passed Norwegian photographer

Raymond Mosken by. He has been documenting music-

inspired tattoos and their wearers for many years now, and

has brought them all together in this beautifully produced

hardback volume. With more than 150 pages of full colour

images, Rocking Tattoos incorporates portraits, lifestyle

shots and close-ups. Although primarily a photographic

book, it does include a brief history of tattooing and some

mini-interviews with tattooists and collectors. This one ticks

the boxes for fans of photography as well tattoo lovers.
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Tattooist Wanted
Westport Body Piercing and Tattoo Studio are currently looking for

a full-time tattooist to join the team at their Dundee studio. If you feel

you can fill this position and are interested in this great opportunity

please email mglnicely@live.co.uk including a link to your online

portfolio. You must have recent tattoo studio experience.

TLC Tattoo
Traditional London Clan Tattoo in Twickenham are looking for

a full time/part time artist to join the team – with a minimum of six

years experience not including apprenticeship, comfortable in all

styles, and who can produce custom pieces. No drink, drugs or

attitude problems! TLC Tattoo has been open for three years and

has built a strong client base. Contact Daisy on 02082417778 or

daisyhorne92@yahoo.co.uk (attach a portfolio).

Sleep When
You’re Dead
Matthew Pritchard, he of Dirty

Sanchez fame, has launched his

new business venture SWYD (Sleep
When You're Dead) Tattoo & Barber

Shop in Cardiff. The shop bills itself

as a ‘lifestyle retail venue’ and

occupies three floors. The barber

shop is on the top floor, then the

tattooists, then to round it all off, a

gallery on the ground floor containing Rock ‘n’ Roll/Dirty

Sanchez memorabilia and artwork.  The artists working in the

shop are Andrew Mcquade aka Quadey, James Williams and

John Smith. The shop itself was designed by award winning

interior designer Tim Rice and looks a bit special. To find out

more, head to www.facebook.com/SWYDtattoo

Bells &
Whistles 
in Exmouth, Devon is looking for

a new artist – ideally a local, black

and grey realism specialist, but if that’s not your style they

are still interested in seeing your portfolio. Bells & Whistles is

a new shop, getting busier by the minute, and owner Lou

Morales tells us that from now on he’s going to be heavily

promoting both the shop and its artists. Contact Lou on

07402 979451 or via www.bellsandwhistlestattoo.co.uk

Spear
Studio is
now called
Karma
Collective
It’s all change with a

new look studio, new

website and new philosophy. They are also opening an

online shop where you can buy custom prints and request

bespoke artwork  (even wedding invitations!) A new

clothing collection and merchandise range are also on the

way. The collective also offers professional, fully insured

laser tattoo removal and branding by an experienced

operator. So check out the new website at 

www.karma-collective.co.uk

Wonderland is at it again…
For their new collection House of Wonderland have teamed up
with Danish tattoo studio Elektrisk Tatovering, creating two
necklaces and a pair of earrings from the original work of
artist Carlos (aka Karlis Ulmanis) as well as a compact mirror
based around the fantastic work of Pippi Aamund. The
necklaces retail at £11 each with the earrings at just £5.00 a
pair, while the compact mirror is just £4.88. You can see the
full collection at 
www.how-store.com/collaborations/c1ru9
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When it comes to
illustrative
tattooing one

name comes to mind almost
instantly: Jee Sayalero of
Human Fly Tattoo in Madrid.
Over the past 15 years he
has helped to elevate
storytelling through the
medium of tattooing to
another level. His skilful use
of both colour and classic
tattoo imagery, along with
his own unique creativity,
has made his work
unmistakable and massively
entertaining to view. The
level of detail that he packs
into a tattoo is stunning, yet
he always allows it the
space it needs to tell its tale.
Jee Sayalero is a very
special artist indeed.

Interview by James Sandercock • Pics by Jee Sayalero
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Although he considers Spain to be his
home now, it’s not his birthplace, and it
isn’t where his love of art began. “I was
born in Venezuela, in South America,
near the Caribbean Sea, so I grew up
playing in its clear blue waters and
surrounded by rich wildlife. When I was
young my mother had some abstract
paintings – a little like Jackson Pollock’s,
a collision of vibrant colours – and they
always grabbed my attention. Also in my
grandfather’s house there was a copy of
an old painting; the subject had such a
serious face, on a very dark and moody
background. I found it extremely
beautiful, and a few years later I
discovered that it was a Caravaggio. I
believe these were my first memories and
experiences of art.” Jee went on to study
at art school and learnt to appreciate
artistic expression more deeply, by which
time he knew that this was a world that
he needed to be part of. 

He went on to train formally as a
storyboard artist, which in many ways
was the perfect outlet for his overactive
imagination and meticulous nature. “My
work is very technical. I plan everything
that I do down to the last detail –
although at times I would like things to be
more spontaneous, and I also strive for
that.” Jee certainly has the qualities of a
great animator, and like so many of us
has been inspired by the new breed of
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CGI and the possibilities it holds. So, how
did the shift to tattooing take place and
why? “It wasn’t at all premeditated. I
think my tattoos are a form of
storyboarding. They are related to
animations, frames of stories that pass by
in a moment. Once I had started
dedicating myself to tattooing it was only
ever going to be a matter of time. I love
this art form because it’s in constant need
of perfecting.” 

So was it an easy transition or a
challenging one? “Certain aspects were
easy, as I have always liked tattooing
and its iconography. However, at the
same time in other areas it was more
difficult. I had to try to adapt my ideas to
the desires of my clients, and that wasn’t
so simple. When you paint you’re doing
it for yourself and it liberates you, but
when you’re doing something as a job it
has the potential to imprison you if you
let it.” 

I was curious to find out how someone
with such a strong personal vision
overcame the challenge of having to
dilute that; did Jee receive help and
support from anyone in particular? “The
fight is always with yourself! Although
having said that it’s always good to
have some sound advice at appropriate
times; it can be a great help. My wife
Ana has always supported me in
everything that I’ve done and we work
together on the things that I can’t
manage on my own. I’ve also had some
excellent teachers who have allowed
me to see beyond the youthful
arrogance of thinking that you know
everything. It’s always important to
view things from the heart, to do things
you enjoy and feel good about them.
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Jee has undoubtedly managed to
overcome those early challenges, and his
work speaks for itself. Like all great
tattooists his clients don’t just have their
expectations exceeded: they have them
blown away. I wondered if he had any
criteria that he feels his work needs to
fulfil. “Obviously I like it when a tattoo
tells a story, as if it were a comic, a
Japanese art strip, or an epic scene from
a painting. But I also enjoy other aspects:
when elements and colours are stretched
and blended, and even without context
they evoke different sensations and
awaken one’s feelings. I think my clients
like it that when a tattoo is imprinted onto
their skin, it relates to their goals, their
experiences, their longings and values…
I believe that a tattoo with these elements
has great value to its wearer.” 

Great storytellers over the centuries
return again and again to certain
characters to help tell their tales. 
I wondered if Jee uses this technique,
allowing his creations to grow over time.
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“Well, once in a while I focus on certain themes, such
as the handsome king from ‘Journey to the West’
(one of the Four Great Classical Novels of Chinese
literature), or pirate ships, or stories of Samurai.
Sometimes I feel as if I would like to only tattoo a
character once, and then move on to something
different, but how would I feel if I couldn’t continue
investigating stories? I see myself as a student of
Asian culture past and present and its mythologies.” 
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And that study is reflected in so much of his work. It seems to be drawing him in ever
more closely. “Yes, and this is certainly going to increase over time. I have a good
collection of ukiyo-e [woodblock printing that flourished in Japan from the 17th to the
19th century], books and sculptures, and they all help to shed light on this grand
universe. As the great Ed Hardy said, “one must work towards the oriental motives,
since they are the richest in folklore.” When you see an irezumi [traditional Japanese]
body suit, it’s so perfect. It seems simply as if someone is dressed... I love it!”

When looking at Jee’s work, I often find myself wondering what will be in the next
frame? Does he see himself ever being drawn back into the world of moving pictures?
“I don’t know! Tattooing is very demanding and consumes the majority of my time. It’s
also enriched every aspect of my life. Tattooing is full of experiences, travels,
meetings, friends, fighting, love, values, and passion... It’s an adventure, a life I love,
and I’m surrounded by talented people who feel the same. But if different projects are
presented to me in the future, I would definitely be interested. At the moment I’m
working on some new books, illustrations for longboards and more recently on some
new tattooing tools.”



So, did he have anything else to add? “In finishing I would like to
thank Total Tattoo for this interview, for their support, not only
regarding my own personal work, but also for tattooing in
general.” He’s more than welcome, and it’s been a pleasure. Jee
Sayalero’s incredible imagination and talent, crossed with such
huge drive, and unceasing work ethic means that we’ll doubtless
be seeing a lot more of him over the coming years.

www.facebook.com/jee.sayalero 
humanflytattoo.com/en/

Total Tattoo Magazine 21
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zwickau 2013tattoo expo
I

t’s interesting to see how the audience at a tattoo
convention can change over the years. From the casually
interested locals to the more discerning fan, an expo must

prove its worth through years of hard work and an eye for
quality. The western Saxonian Zwickau Tattoo Expo is a prime
example; when the event started seven years ago, the majority
of attendees were local, with only a passing interest in
tattooing, and the quality of ink shown by them was rather
(let’s say it politely) ‘humble’. But it takes something special
to bring a worldwide community along to a modest town in
Eastern Germany, and that’s the fact that Zwickau is home to
Heaven of Colours: the studio of Randy Engelhard. He’s the
“gentle giant”, who has become one of the most respected
tattoo artists around the globe during the past few years.
Total Tattoo was invited to join this exclusive event, and how
could we dare to say no to him?

The show’s home is the Neue Welt event hall: a masterpiece of art deco architecture on the

outskirts of Zwickau, which never fails to impress. A loft-sized chandelier hovers above our heads

and is flanked on all sides by bare-chested beauties, hewn in marble. The entertainment is

supplied courtesy of Les Blaque Pearlz and SANAxxx, and only adds to the theatrical feel of this

impressive and unique venue.

Thanks to Randy’s hard work and dedication the show has really blossomed into something

special. The venue is filled with collectors from all over Germany and Europe, with many familiar

faces eagerly waiting for their turn in the chairs of the world’s top tattooists. Indeed, dozens of

top names from the realistic tattooing scene are drawn to Zwickau every January. Where else

could you stroll around and casually watch the likes of Boris, Carlos Rojas, Dmitriy Samohin,

Nikko Hurtado, Carlos Torres or Jess Yen at work, let alone stand a chance at getting tattooed by

them? Carlos Torres also donated one of his beautiful paintings for the charity auction, which

alone raised a cool 2000 Euros.

1. sausage boys carlos rojas & nikko hurtado

2. by mark bester, marked for life

3. by chris schmidt, 

farbschock tattoo (germany)

4. by boris, boris tattoo (hungary)

1.

2. 3. 4.



5. by flo, vicious circle (germany) 

6. by chris schmidt, farbschock tattoo (germany)

7. by aleksandr pashkov (russia)

8. by bene bader, studio 22 (germany)

9. by bene bader, studio 22 (germany)

10. by carlos rojas, black anchor collective (usa) 

11. by kostas baronis, proki tattoo (greece)

12. by nikko hurtado, black anchor collective (usa) 

13. by tattoo dejan (slovenia)
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As you might imagine the weekend’s trophies

are hotly contested; with so much talent in

the room, any award given says a lot about the

quality of the winners’ work. Flo of Vicious

Circle in Bavaria won full honours with a

double distinction: Best of Saturday and Best

of Show. Best Colour, which is another highly

coveted prize, especially in such distinguished

company, was taken by the Russian youngster,

Pioneer. This was a prize well deserved, as his

carbon sleeve (on a high-performance bike

fan) is probably among the finest pieces of

detailed colour work ever put into skin -

biomechanic in the true sense of the word;

creatively planned and meticulously executed.

The Siberian master will surely make waves in

the scene soon. He already knows how to

celebrate in style, as could be witnessed later

in the hotel bar! Kostas Baronis of Proki

Tattoo in Greece brought home the Best of

Sunday, which was - contrary to popular belief

- not awarded to the least hung-over artist in

the crowd, but was given to him for a

wonderful black-and-grey forearm piece.

It has been one of Randy Engelhard’s goals to

help clients understand the potential of

tattooing and how amazing it can be, and no

one would argue that he hasn’t done a great

job in his corner of eastern Germany. The

Zwickau convention has very much played its

part in that and the presence of numerous big

players from the tattoo industries, who come

here to talk shop, only goes to demonstrate

the growing importance of this show. It has

taken seven years and scores of people to

make it happen but Zwickau has certainly

arrived. A little bird tells me Randy is

considering making it a three-day event next,

so let’s hope that’s the case! That would be a

mouth-watering prospect. 

5. 6.

7.

8.
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9. 10. 11.

12. 13.
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14. 15. 16.

17. 18.

19.



14. by matteo pasqualin (italy) 

15. by pionier (russia)

16. by pionier (russia)

17. by mark bester, marked for life

18. by mark bester, marked for life

19. by tibi (switzerland) 

20. by chippi, corpsepainter (germany)

21. by benjamin laukis (australia)

22. by christian hasse, roqqstar tattoo (germany)

23. by dmitrij samohin (ukraine)

20.

22.

23.

21.
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the last of the
Tattooed Atayal Tribe

of Taiwan

T
ime is running out. One of the tattoo world’s great

legends is almost gone. The Atayal, once a fierce

tribe of headhunters in the highlands of Taiwan,

used to tattoo their faces with intricate designs. The

tattooed men of the tribe have entirely vanished, and now

there are only three tattooed Atayal women left walking

the earth. Astonishingly all of them were tattooed almost

a century ago. 

When I received the email from Akiya, who is the official translator for my Taiwanese

friends from Lion King studio in Taichung, I was completely shocked. For years I had been

hoping to travel to Taiwan to find out if there are any of the legendary tattooed Atayal

tribespeople remaining. But the search seemed as if it was going to be fruitless without

me speaking Taiwanese, and anyway, several reports already stated that none of the tribe’s

members were actually surviving by this stage. The Japanese occupying forces had banned

tattooing in the early 20th century, and I didn’t have to be an expert at maths to work out

that it was at best unlikely that any tattooed Atayal people remained alive. 

But with shaking hands, and unable to believe what I was seeing, I read the message again... 

“In July 2013, the last surviving male tattooed Atayal passed away. But we have found and

contacted two ladies with tattoos. They are ready to see you. Please come to Taiwan soon, as both

of them are over 100 years old...” I booked my flight quick as a flash, and just a few weeks

later, we found ourselves snaking through the Tai’an mountains in a van filled with our

eager Taiwanese tattoo artist friends, all of whom wanted to meet with such a vital part of

their own history. 
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Lawa Toyu and her tragic story

Lawa Toyu, with an approximate age of 106 (no-one knows for sure)

was brought towards us in a wheelchair, in front of her house: a

decent abode, although obviously not a wealthy one, apparently

provided by the government for this prominent citizen. Fragile, but

with alert eyes which belied her age, Lawa looked at our group shyly.

Speaking softly in the Atayal dialect, the sad tale of her long life was

translated into Taiwanese by her grandson, who is the local police

chief, and then into English. Sometimes she shivered a little in the

chilly mountain air, but her words were always clear.

“I was tattooed when I was eight years old, which is earlier than normal. The Japanese had

just occupied our village and said that the children had to be sent away to school. My

grandfather and father quickly took me into the forest and had my face tattooed by a

local lady, in one long day session. It was incredibly painful and took weeks to heal, but I

became a real Atayal. It was only a few days later that the Japanese came back to the

village and confiscated all of the tattoo tools they could find. They almost arrested my

father, because of my fresh tattoos. Years later, I married the man I loved, and we were

very happy. But then one day, the Japanese came back and took my husband away to

become a soldier in their war. They said that he was a volunteer, but in truth he did not

want to go. I never heard from him again.”

Text and Photos: Travellin’ Mick 

Interviews: Travellin’ Mick, SANAxxx, Akiya 
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At this point, SANAxxx, who was travelling

with us, mumbled an apology in her native

Japanese tongue, all too aware of the

atrocities committed by her people during

WWII.  To our huge surprise, Lawa Toyu

answered in perfect Japanese! “I haven’t

spoken this language in 70 years, but I can

remember everything”, she said. “Do not

worry about things in the past. I had a hard

life for sure, but I am happy now, and not

all Japanese are bad.” We talked for a long

time, reminiscing about the past, the war,

and just how much, or how little, our

generation knows about it. Lawa Toyu –

this tattooed Atayal woman, who suffered

so much – absolves the Japanese and

Germans from the sins of the past.

With misty eyes, we said our goodbyes and

got into our car. It would be wonderful if

we could see her again one day, but for

now, we left her with a smile and a wave.

“She seems to have become younger

because of your conversation”, her 60-

year-old grandson said with a chuckle.

“Please come back, and she will be a young

girl again!”

Iwan Kainu: 
The Tattooed Princess of the Atayal 

“Konichi-wa, good day! Do you understand Japanese?” we

asked Iwan Kainu, as soon as we entered the garden of the

small but beautifully located house of her family. And sure

enough, just like everybody else who attended school in

Taiwan before 1945, she was indeed educated in this language,

and despite her hearing problems nowadays, this sprightly

100-year-old still speaks fluently. Unlike the tragic story of

Lawa Toyu, Iwan Kainu is able to look back on a rather

privileged life. The princess of the Mabihau clan clearly

remembers the day when she was taken to a hut away from

the village, together with her Yachi (grandmother) and a

skilled Patasan (tattooist), to receive her facial tattoo. Iwan’s

father payed a handsome sum for the tattooing, and the result

can still be admired today, as the ornaments on her face are

almost as clear as when they were done nine decades ago!

When the needles had punctured the skin in the intricate

pattern of her clan’s design, pine soot was rubbed in, in order

to add the necessary pigments and to seal the wounds. Not

long after the procedure, she was proposed to by a chieftain’s

son from the Madabalai clan and Iwan Kainu began a long and

mostly happy existence as the wife of a rich landlord and was

blessed with numerous children. Today, she still enjoys the

attention which is heaped on her as a living cultural

monument.



So, was that it? When these two centenarians

pass away, would the thousand-year-old

history of native Taiwanese tattoos be over?

Well, it turned out that’s not quite the case.

We were in for a pleasant surprise... Just one

day later, we turned into the driveway of a

local school. After hours of travelling through

the endlessly winding roads into the hilly and

heavily forested interior of Taiwan, it was quite

a surprise to encounter a huge and modern

complex of buildings: the Shilei Elementary

School. We were there to meet a remarkable

couple in their late thirties: Sayun Volu and her

husband Dali Yeato. They are both school

teachers, who as fervent activists for the

Atayal cause, have decided that their intricate

and ancient culture must not die! 
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Taiwan and its tattooed tribes: 

Before Taiwan was officially founded in 1949, the

island of Formosa belonged to China and then

later to Japan (1895-1945). 98% of the

population of 23 million people are ethnic

Chinese, with the remainder being members of

about 14 native Taiwanese tribes of which the

Atayal (or Taiyal) are the second-largest group, 

of about 80,000 people. Having been pushed

towards the mountainous interior of the island

several hundred years ago, the Atayal were only

assimilated into mainstream culture during the years of the Japanese occupation. Many of the tribes practised

extensive tattooing, which was closely connected to their regular headhunting raids as well as the womens’ skill in

weaving, but the Atayal were the ones that hung onto the tradition for the longest time. Several legends are told

about the origin of this tattooing, but from a sociological point of view, it was a necessary means of identification

between the tribes and clans, and was also practised during the onset of puberty as a rite of passage for becoming 

a full member of tribal society. 

We interrupted them during a music

lesson, but thankfully Dali was happy to

stop and share the essential philosophy of

the Atayal tattoos with us and his class.

“When an Atayal dies and wants to pass

to the next world, he or she has to follow

and finally cross the rainbow bridge. This is

the true original meaning of our female

cheek tattoo; it is arched and has seven

sections, like the colours of the rainbow.

For men, originally you had to be a

headhunter to get the forehead tattoo, but

later on anyone ready to earn a living for

their prospective family could also get

one. My wife and I are leading by example

and showing the whole world that we are

Atayal, and we are proud of our culture!” 

Dali's forehead was tattooed by machine

in 2001, and his wife Sayun followed by

getting her face tattooed in 2008 during a

public celebration of Atayal culture. Dali

says proudly, speaking for both himself and

his wife,  “We are not the only ones from

the younger generations who are getting

the tattoos. There are now seven more

Atayal around the island who have them.”

So, happily, it seems that this ancient

tradition will live on for some time to

come.
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We look forward to most shows because they’re either on
familiar territory or because they are new and exciting. But I
was looking forward to this one because it was ‘old’!

A lot of people in and around the tattoo convention circuit look back to the glory days of

conventions when Dunstable led the way, and this is often the benchmark against which all shows

are measured. Gary and his team of Needle Gangstas thought the time was right to go one

better than just talking about the old times, and decided to put on a show to recreate the feel of

those halcyon days.

The plan was simple: hire a hotel, invite some of the old boys from ‘back in the day’ and get

together for a relaxed tattoo convention/gathering. It would provide a chance to catch up, have

fun and trade tattoos and stories of ink. The venue chosen was the Holiday Inn just outside

Milton Keynes, off the M1 in the middle of the country. About 35 tattooists made the journey. As

was traditional in the past, the show was being held over the Sunday and the Monday. I arrived

midway through Sunday to find the car park packed: things were looking promising. I made my

way through reception and the dining room to find the main hall. Booths were laid out around

the walls with one row of booths back to back down the centre of the room. Just off this hall

there was a smaller room with half a dozen more tattooists, plus a dark corridor with yet more

artists. 

There were many familiar faces as you would expect; Lal Hardy, George Bone, Fiona Long, Derek

Campbell, Theresa Gordon Wade... It was good to see everyone, and a pleasure to meet and chat

with Tony ‘The Ted’ Tattoo from Bedford, still tattooing well into his 70’s. It is these accessible

foundation stones of the industry that really make this community so special. Other names from

the past who chose not to work but came to soak up the atmosphere included Ian from Reading,

Harry Potter, Paul Sayce... The list goes on.

This was a unique event in which the organisers wanted to demonstrate that tattooing is a

community and not all about making money. To this end everyone working the show would, in

effect, be a stake-holder. Any profits at the end of the day were divided up and given back to the

artists who were taking part: a very generous and novel idea if ever I saw one.

The day got off to a slow start for many, with stories of long drinking sessions with moonshine

and near riotous events from the previous night’s exploits. Brendan Mudd was hot off the blocks

with one of his trademark portraits, assisted by his new ingenius Ipad reference stand, as were

George and Lal who worked solidly throughout the whole day, banging out tattoo after tattoo.

I guess the question is: was it a successful show? With no public transport to the venue and no

real advertising, sadly the number of people attending the show was very low. Many of the

tattooists on the Sunday had little work to do with some choosing to pack up early and hit the

bar. Ordinarily this would be a negative, but that would be missing the point of this show. This

was far more like a family gathering, or an ink-filled wedding, and on this occasion the bar is

where the real show took place. Many tattooists took the opportunity to get token tattoos from

other tattooists and many took advantage of their time to enjoy being in such illustrious

company.

However, it certainly was not Dunstable, and maybe we need to accept that those days are now

gone forever. I personally loved the show and very much enjoyed seeing old friends and having

the time to sit and chat; it felt very much as if we were part of an exclusive club of select

individuals. If you are looking for the real old school, then look no further: this is where it’s at.

1.

2.

Words and Pictures by Perry
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1. lal hardy from new wave tattoo

2. by ben, inkstitution 

(new zealand)

3. george by curly, 

the tattoo club of great britain

4. by darren stares, unique tattoo

5. barny & jenny titchener

6. by ben, inkstitution 

(new zealand)

7. by wayne, dynamite tattoo

8. jimmy skuse & son, 

bristol tattoo club

9. brendan mudd, ipad reference

10. by brendan mudd, inkfish tattoo

11. mannequin with message from 

ed hardy to ron ackers, 1979

3.
5.

8.
9.

10.

11.

7.

6.

4.
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Interview and Photography: 

Tina Korhonen (www.tina-k.co.uk)
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Our cover model Marta is better known as ‘Blonde Pitbull’ in her
native Italy. She’s had her finger in many pies in the last ten

years, including being an alternative TV personality, a model and a
silver medal winning athlete. Sounds intriguing...

So, who is Marta, aka Blonde Pitbull? 

It’s simple. I’m a human being in evolution. I live
my life to reach happiness, wisdom and grace. I
often change direction in my life. I’ve been a VJ,
DJ, model, showgirl, event designer, marketing
director and athlete, but right now I work with
horses in a beautiful and natural place in Milan.

Where did the name Blonde Pitbull

come from?

My artist name is Blonde Pitbull, but I don’t
really use it anymore. One day a friend of mine
told me that I was, “crazy as a dog, but not just
a normal dog – a pitbull!” But she also said I
was, “blonde like an angel.” So I decided to use
Blonde as my first name and Pitbull as my
surname.

Tell us a bit more about why you are

well known in Italy.

I started in 2001 as a VJ for Rock TV, an Italian
music television program. A year later I began
to DJ in clubs – first rock music, then hard
dance. In 2006, I became an alternative model
for a big Italian agency. Since then I’ve worked
for Italian national television companies and
have done a big tour with a burlesque show all
over Italy. I’ve performed in quite a few music
videos for big artists, and also had a little role
in a movie. In 2009 I decided to concentrate
my energy not only on the artistic part of my
work, but also on the organisational side of
things. I started to work as an event designer
for clubs, private clients and big companies. 

You mentioned that you’re an

athlete, as well. Power lifting is your

sport, right? That’s pretty

impressive.

It’s not magic. It just takes dedication and

training, every single day. People always ask

about my body, my sport, my diet. I listen to

them and I think, ‘boring’. For me it is not a

matter of life or death; it’s not to be taken

seriously. Power lifting is a poor sport; there is

no money in it, even if you win. You can’t be a

professional athlete, so power lifting can’t be

the centre of your life. 

When we first heard about you, you

DJ’d at Mark Richardson’s [from

Skunk Anansie] photographic

exhibition in Italy. How did you get a

job like that? 

I got that job in a very simple way. The local
promoter called me to ask if I was interested
and my answer was, “hell yes” and the job was
mine. In the past ten years, I’ve worked all
around Italy on so many different events: clubs,
art exhibitions, private parties and so on. You
know what it’s like – I’m from Milan!

How did you get started with

tattoos? What interested you in

them? 

I’m not fanatical about tattoos. My first tattoo
was a tribal, which is now covered up. I was 15
and too young to understand the importance
of that moment. You know, it was only the
beginning, but the start is always important in
anything. I’m not the kind of person who needs
a new tattoo every week. I can go years
without getting one. I need a tattoo only when
I have something important to remember, or
to say, and of course it’s impossible to have
something important to remember, or to say,
every week. My tattoos are like a conversation
with myself. The process and the meaning of

them are very personal. I don’t talk about
the ideas behind them because they are
difficult to explain unless you really know
me.

Are you able to tell us about the

general style and concept of your

tattoos though?

My tattoos are about my life and my family.
They’re like the pictures on the walls in my
house in as much as they exist for me and
for the beauty of my house, not for others.
I don’t need to show them every day or
post pictures of them on Facebook or
Instagram. 

Do you have a favourite?

That’s impossible to answer. You may as
well ask ‘do you prefer your dad or your
mum?’ Or ‘do you prefer one moment of
your life more than another?’ 

Have your tattoos been an

advantage for work?

No, they’re not an advantage. Sometimes I
talk with other girls, you know, alternative
models that get a new tattoo every week.
They say things like, “I need them for my
work”, to which I ask, “Why? What are you
talking about?” Italy is full of this kind of
wannabe model who considers posing for
magazines as work. We all know very well
that they’re not paid. In Italy you pose for
free, you do music videos for free and so
on. To be an alternative model is not work,
even if you are covered with tattoos. 
This is not real and those girls are fake.

What are your plans for the

future? 

Tattoo wise? I don’t know, but the rest is
very simple: to reach happiness, wisdom
and grace. Happiness is a personal choice.
You decide to be happy, every day, even if
life is hard. That’s how I see it.
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Surely one of the most dapper tattooists around, Jason
Zig Zag cuts a fine figure as a UK ambassador for
tattooing, despite living out of a suitcase for the last

year and a half. His decision to adopt a nomadic lifestyle
and take to the open road has seen him and his wife Kay
leave a trail of ink that could circle the globe. We caught
up with them in Brussels.

Where did the desire to drop everything and start travelling come from? Jason recalls that,
“My father worked for a telecommunications company and we would be constantly
moving, so it really feels quite natural to me. When I hit 18, I decided to become a New
Age traveller. Naturally, I was possibly the smartest and cleanest New Age traveller ever! I
did that until my bus caught fire and I literally only had the clothes I stood up in.”

Jason ended up moving back to Reading and sharing a house with a friend who he
describes as “pretty creative”. They got hold of a bunch of tattoo magazines, which totally
inspired them. This was the early 90s and tattooing was at a point of change. “I loved the
stuff being done by the likes of Alex Binnie, Hanky Panky, Leo Zulueta and Don Ed
Hardy. When I saw how far these guys were taking tattoo design, beyond what I had ever
imagined possible, it instantly clicked with me and I just knew that’s what I wanted to
do.” At the time he was roadying for a band. After a month or so the tour ended up in
Amsterdam. “I thought, fuck it! I had the money in my pocket, so I went to get tattooed at
Hanky Panky’s. I had drawn up a three-quarter-sleeve design and it was actually Henk
himself who tattooed me. I was blown away.” 

interview: Perry • Pics Jason and Kay
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From that point on Jason was determined to
get more ink, and he went back to Henk’s to
get his other sleeve started. “Henk wasn’t
there, but I did meet Alex Binnie who must
have been guesting at the shop. We got
chatting and I decided to get tattooed by Alex
in London. He treated me like a gentleman and
when I told him of my interest in tattooing he
pointed me towards a friend of his, Lester, who
lived in Brighton. I popped down to see him
with some drawings and to get some advice.
He helped me on the road to becoming a
tattooist.”

After starting his tattoo career working with
Adam Dutton in Brighton, Jason went to
college to study furniture and product design.
All through the university course, tattoo
imagery kept sneaking into the work that he
was producing. In his own words, “It was as if
the decision to be a tattooist had been made
but nobody had let me know. I was so certain I
was going to go straight, get a ‘proper job’ and
earn a proper living.” As soon as the course
finished, Jason rented a room at the back of a
barber’s and started tattooing! 
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It became apparent fairly quickly that what
Jason really needed was to work with more
experienced tattooists in order to further his
knowledge. He responded to an advert to work
at Tribe in Edinburgh, and was soon packing
his bag and heading north of the border, where
he stayed for four years doing anything and
everything that came through the door.

Still feeling the desire to further develop his
skills, Jason eventually moved to Inkredible
Kreations in Perth. During his time there, he
hit the convention circuit hard for about a year,
becoming a regular face on the scene before
coming full circle and going back to work
once again with Adam Dutton, who was now
established in his Tradition 180 studio in
Derby. He also spent time working with Colin
Jones from Stained Class in Shrewsbury.
Eventually Jason got the call he had been
waiting for: Paul Slifer from Edinburgh’s Red
Hot and Blue tattoo studio had heard he was
looking for a full-time place to settle down and
offered him a position. 

“Working there was amazing; the creativity
was electric. I was working with Sarah Schor,
Matt Lloyd, Ian McAlister, and Paul. I was
totally inspired; the whole place was on fire. I
knew I wanted to go travelling but there was so
much going on in the studio that I felt I
couldn’t leave. Eventually I went to New
Zealand for six weeks to do a few guest spots.
I realised on that trip how easy it was to travel
and work.” And so one thing just led to
another.

After that first trip, the desire to explore the
world grew stronger. Jason decided to
withdraw from the convention circuit and
dedicate his time to refining his art and
building a portfolio he could be proud of. He
then met his wife Kay, and straight away they
realised that they shared a love for travel.
Within a few months, a plan to see the world
was in place. “The trip was based on
connections we had made over our careers.
Kay does hair and make-up and planned some
work along the way and I rang and arranged a



few guest spots with studios I had visited in the
past. Slowly a route began to form organically.
Once we knew roughly where we were going, we
simply bought a round-the-world ticket and off we
went.” They started in New York, then moved
across to New Orleans on to San Francisco, before
heading to Asia, Japan and Australia, coming back
through Europe.

Having a guest artist can really benefit a studio,
bringing a new creative energy and a chance to
swap ideas and learn new styles and techniques. In
some rare cases, though, the welcome was not so
warm; “Most studios were fantastic and we made
so many great new friends, but once in a while
artists seemed to be a little bit cold. They didn’t
really engage with us, or offer to go out and
socialise. Maybe they saw us as some kind of
threat, which is sad because we were only ever
passing through. I would sort out all of my own
appointments through social media before arriving.
My style is pretty unique, so I was never really
competing for customers. I went out of my way to
focus on mandalas and dot work. On the whole, I
have found the good studios, who are confident
and comfortable in the work they do, seem to be
the more relaxed and fun studios to work at.”
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Having heard about some of the great
adventures they have had, I wanted to know
about the practicalities, the positives and
negative elements of a life constantly on the
move. Kay responds first. “The first thing is
the weight of your bags; being limited to 23
kilos in the hold and 10 kilos hand luggage can
be difficult, when you’re changing where you
live every week. Then again, you can end up
somewhere like Cambodia where there are no
pavements, carrying your bags across muddy
roads, and then you certainly don’t want any
more weight!” 

At this point, Jason bursts in with a few of his
own bugbears and niggles. “Hotels are shit
everywhere! Getting enough sleep, or finding
anti-dandruff shampoo, face wash or dental
floss, can be nigh on impossible. As far as the
work goes, it was difficult getting sterile
needles before heading into Asia, being at an
address long enough to get deliveries, or
ordering supplies to get them delivered to an
address you’re yet to arrive at. Not having
regular Internet access made searching for
accommodation or booking and paying for
flights a real challenge. And that’s on top of all
the usual problems you would have at home:
flaky clients, doing your washing, finding time
to draw, etc. You need to learn to be
resourceful. Recently I have moved to using
nylon grips and saved 4 kilos in weight. My kit
now consists of just a few machines and a
small number of inks. Everything is judged on
weight, and because our bags are at the limit,
if I want something new I have to throw
something away. It has created an almost Zen-
like approach to possessions.”

However challenging the adventure, I was
reassured that the positives far outweighed the
negatives. “Constantly seeing new things,
standing on the Great Wall of China, walking
down the river Seine in France looking at the
Eiffel Tower, travelling on a train up through
Austria surrounded by the most beautiful
countryside we’ve ever seen, heading to
stunning towns we’ve never heard of, filled
with family-run shops and businesses (not

dominated by Starbucks, Domino’s Pizza and
McDonalds) meeting all these amazing people
and making connections with wonderfully
interesting friends all over the world.” 

One of the things that has really struck them
both is the unique network within tattooing.
“With the help of social media, we can plan
and visit a studio, which will then promote us
to other studios. This network doesn’t exist in
any other field of work. You don’t get chefs
visiting other kitchens and doing guest spots;
it’s unique and needs to be cherished.”

With all that Jason has experienced directly
because of tattooing, I was curious to hear
about his relationship with it and how that has
developed and changed over time. “For years I
thought of myself as an artist, and tattooing as
an art form. I’ve have had many conversations
on this very subject with other tattooists who
feel it is moving back towards a craft.
Personally I’m somewhere in between the two;
really good craftsmanship is an art in itself. I
approach the work I do in a similar way to a
graphic designer. I appropriate images and
patterns to achieve a desired effect; I am not
creating every aspect of every element. The
true artists are people like Thomas Hooper and
Alex Binnie, who originate every element and
are driven by the need to produce images all
the time. I still live in the headspace that
sooner or later people will realise I’m really an
imposter, and one day I’ll get rumbled!”

The couple have been on the road for a year
and half now. Whilst they are loving the
freedom, Kay has plans to study, which will
mean a period of stability may soon be forced
upon them. But you can be sure that they will
be back on the road as soon as possible. Plans
are already forming for another long trip. We
wish them many more happy travels.

If you want to get in touch with Jason or Kay,
email is the most reliable way:
themrzigzag@gmail.com, or visit
www.jasoncorbett.co.uk
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PRIVATE VIEW
Our showcase for paintings, drawings and design work by the most creative tattooists on the planet. 

This month Paolo Aiello (Italy) If you would like us to consider your work, please send examples to: 

Private View, Total Tattoo Magazine, PO Box 10038, Sudbury, Suffolk, CO10 7WL, UK
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Umeå is in the northern part of Sweden, up near
the Arctic Circle. In the winter its shortest day
lasts around four and a half hours, but in the

summer the sun can be in the sky for more than
twenty hours. That sort of stuff can make you crazy.
Umeå’s population is less than 120,000 and we’re
going to meet just one of its residents: twenty-eight
year old pro snowboarder, Anton Gunnarsson.

Life on board for Anton started at
an early age. His parents gave him
his first set-up for Christmas, at the
age of 11. “I was super stoked. My
dad helped me build small jumps
next to our house where I learned
grabs and 180s with my buddies.
They were good times!” Since then,
Anton’s hardcore work ethic and
uncompromising desire not to follow
the crowd – coupled with his
massive energy – have contributed
to his success as a pro boarder. His
desire to ride the urban landscape
as well as nature’s playgrounds has
enabled him to stamp his
personality on the sport. He’s an
innovator in so many areas of life;
the world needs guys like him.

He also works as a freelance
videographer, editor and amateur
designer, so when the snow melts,
all that energy switches to the other
areas he is passionate about. “My
promotion doesn’t stop when my
winter season is over. It continues
throughout the year with videos,
web clips, social media and
magazine articles, all relating to
music, lifestyle, arts and, of course,

sport.” It would take a brave man to
pigeonhole Mr Gunnarsson.

“I’m not the ‘typical’ snowboarder.
I’m a video rider; I don’t do
competitions. That’s helped me push
the sport in the direction I want to
go in, not just with my riding style
but also with my connection to the
metal, punk, rock and hardcore
music scene. It’s given me the
means to reach different audiences
over the years, which is great!” 

With Anton’s particular love of
music, he was always going to
bump heads with tattooing at some
point, but his desire to explore
anther of nature’s playgrounds –
his own skin – actually started as a
child. “When I was a little kid, I
dreamt of having an eagle tattooed
on my arm. I had this black button-
up shirt with one printed on the
back; I thought it was so badass!
[Laughs] My first tattoo ended up
being a Mötley Crüe lyric, ‘Life is
passing by, too young to die’, and
a little skull taken from my first
sponsor, Nitro’s T1 board graphic.
I was so stoked!” 
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Then a friend introduced him to a tattoo artist in
his hometown, and Anton’s idea of what a tattoo
could be was completely turned on its head.
Umeå also happens to be the base for tattoo artist
Matti Senju Sedholm Horimatsu. The artist name
Senju was given to him by Horiyoshi III and
translated means, ‘a thousand skills’. He is
dedicated to Japanese culture and history, and
the traditions that create the foundations of
Irezumi. 

Whether you believe in fate or not, this chance
meeting has quite literally changed Anton
permanently. “I sat there watching my buddy get
tattooed and I started to flip through some books
with Samurai woodblock prints and Japanese
bodysuits in them. I was so impressed by the
simplicity and power of the Japanese tattooing,
the symbolism and deep history that go into the
designs. From that point I pretty much knew what I
wanted...”

I wondered if there was a theme running through
Anton’s work? “My tattoos are all about an old
Samurai story, Chūshingura.” This is the true story
of forty-seven Ronin [masterless Samurai], who
undertake a mission to avenge the death of their

Interview: James Sandercock
Pictures:  Action/Snowboarding: Patrik Löfgren 

Portrait/lifestyle: Robert Wiberg 
Detail photos / white studio: Emma Molin 
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master Asano Naganori [find out more at
www.47ronins.com]. “The Samurai on my backpiece is
the leader of the Ronin, Ōishi Kuranosuke Yoshio. He led
the attack on evil lord Kira’s mansion one cold December
night. Lord Kira’s severed head is tattooed on my chest.
Besides the Chūshingura designs taken from old
woodblock prints, everything else is connected with the
story by Japanese symbolism. Falling cherry blossoms
symbolises a Samurai fallen by sacrifice – Lord Asano in
this story, for example. Most of my work has been done
by machine but for some of the colouring, Horimatsu
used Tebori [traditional Japanese hand tattooing].

Was it always going to be a bodysuit? “I never really
planned it that way, but somehow deep inside, I
guess that I always knew that would be the end result.
It’s common in Irezumi to do it in different steps. It’s
not complete yet; I still have many hours to go. But
for me, that’s part of the experience… the journey
towards completion.”

With all of Anton’s tattoo work having a meaning, I
was surprised at his answer when I asked him if that
element of tattooing was important to him. “In my
eyes, a tattoo doesn’t have to mean shit. It’s sad that
so many tattoo TV shows push the ‘meaning of a
tattoo’ thing. That annoys the hell out of me! The
same thing goes for those ignorant people that pour
hate on those who spend time and money on their
tattoo work, telling them they will never get a job, or
that they look like criminals. Tattooing is an art form
and should not be judged by other people. It’s 2014!
Every person has the right to be their own master and
create their own future, with or without tattoos, for
better or for worse.”

Anton Gunnarsson lives his life to the max and his
choice to go for a bodysuit just amplifies his 100%
commitment to that philosophy. He has carved out a
niche of his own within the massive snowboarding
industry, which is not an easy thing to do. “You could
say that I’m the only one in my genre ... And I’m
fuckin’ psyched about it!”  

See more at www.antongun.com
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Chaim Machlev was a young and successful IT manager in his home
country of Israel, but things were not panning out as he had hoped.
As a gifted computer programmer, with a mathematical mind and a

degree in psychology, he was feeling the effects of the day-to-day grind.
He found himself on the corporate treadmill, working 14-hour days, doing a
job that no longer had anything to offer him. He craved a more peaceful and
rewarding life, like the one he had experienced whilst travelling in India.
He made the decision to get tattooed (which is still very much frowned upon in
Israel) and headed for Avi Vanunu’s legendary tattoo shop in Tel Aviv.
Everything changed for him when he walked through the door that day. 

Dots to Lines

Text: Travellin’ Mick 
Photos: Chaim Machlev 

He still recalls it vividly: “Something inside me
suddenly opened up. It is hard to put into words,
but something strong happened. It was the art,
the pain, putting your trust into the hands of an
artist... all of these elements mixed together.” A
decision was made. Chaim – which means life in
Hebrew – would live up to his name and reclaim
his life as his own. He decided to enter the tattoo
world as an artist. The first important step was to

move to the multicultural tattoo-crazy city of
Berlin, a place he had only ever read about.

Just two years later, now aged 32, Chaim is
living a life immersed in spiritualism and art, in
the heart of this vibrant city, and is spreading his
message of personal freedom among the hip
crowd of this buzzing metropolis. His tattoos,
which are mostly vector-like line work and
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dazzling mandalas, have already
attracted a free-spirited and fiercely
loyal clientele. He has his own
studio, Dots to Lines in Kreuzkölln
(the area right next door to the
better-known Kreuzberg), full of
Oriental art and over-stuffed
couches. It’s an über-hip part of
town, close to breezy canals and
trendy cafes, surrounded by artists
from all over the world. The studio
is in the basement of a hundred-
year old building, with no apparent
external means of identifying it.
This means that he can shut the
door and find the peace he needs to
execute his extremely personal
tattoo art.

This kind of privacy is absolutely
essential for Chaim. “You know,
when you get a tattoo, you are
stripped naked, not just because
you take off your clothes to reveal
your skin, but because you are also
letting go of your ego. If all goes
well and all the channels are open
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on both sides, you connect together. It’s a huge responsibility and
only possible without intrusions, especially since many people
come to me for their first tattoo. They are usually on the hunt for
something special; neither common nor traditional, but absolutely
personal.”

Appointments with Chaim have to be made in advance, and no
physical address is given out to direct people to the shop. This is
not to create some kind of mystique, but simply the way Chaim
likes to work and create his art. “I often wake up in the morning
and have these bursts of energy, and I love the feeling of being
alone here with my customer. I can’t tattoo in the public eye. Other
artists think I can’t concentrate, but it is about the relationship with
the client. We develop ideas together and make them reality with
no distraction.” 
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Instead of turning his back on his days
as a programmer, Chaim incorporates
aspects of his former profession into his
current work, constructing intricate
geometric patterns, some of which are
inspired by the shapes of sound waves.
“Many people come to me and ask for
lyrics from a song, but that’s boring.
What we can do instead is use the
visualisation of a certain part of that
song, just like you can see on the
desktop of your digital media player.
That is much more original, and not so
obvious.” But it’s not all technical.
“There is this ambivalence inside me:
the spirituality I learnt from the time I
spent in India, a psychological
approach and the methodology of my
time as a programmer. The combination
of all this results in the tattoos you can
see now.”
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Chaim uses a very unique and personal approach when he designs.
“If someone comes to me and wants a bird, I draw the outline of a
bird and fill it with patterns. I think it is beautiful, and to be honest
I wouldn’t know how to shade the wings and feathers,” he admits
with disarming frankness. 

For his lace-like mandala designs Chaim will experiment until the
patterns have the perfect structure, and he can feel “the shivers go
up and down my spine.” But for everything else – the swooping
‘screensavers’, the ‘sound waves’ – he draws freehand onto the
body. “I can’t do anything without seeing the body of the person; I
need to have them in front of me. The tattoo has to be exactly the
right size, in the right spot; otherwise it’s just a sticker! The best
placement is when a joint divides the pattern, so if you move your
arm or leg, the design changes, becomes alive and emphasises that
part of the body.”
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Chaim maintains that he can’t draw
well, but he compensates for this with
his determination and discipline to sit
down for hours to ‘find’ the right lines
that satisfy his innate sense of
aesthetics and beauty. Exploring the
arch of a line, a visually pleasing
pattern, or simply mustering the
courage to leave large tracts of human
skin untouched seems to be a natural
gift for him. “A tattoo is not simply a
picture you put on the body. The image
and physique need to be in harmony
with each other”. When describing how
much of his own passion goes into each
tattoo, Chaim gets quite emotional:
“I’ve compromised before for a few
tattoos and I couldn’t stand it. I lost so
much sleep. I couldn’t find peace…
I’ve even cried over it!” 

Operating in total privacy, the fact that Chaim Machlev has
been able to reach such a wide audience in such a short period
of time is testament to the strength of his work. It’s good to
know that discerning tattoo lovers will travel from all over the
world for one of these innovative and beautiful tattoos: a
permanent mark from behind an unmarked door. 

Chaim Machlev 
Berlin, Germany 
www.dotstolines.com 
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Kamil Tattoos
Unit 201, Belgravia Workshops
163 Marlborough Road, London
N19 4NF
www.kamiltattoos.com
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CONVENTION CALENDAR
Tattoo convention listings on this page are free. 

Send your details to Convention Calendar, Total Tattoo Magazine, PO Box 10038, Sudbury, Suffolk,

CO10 7WL, UK or e-mail editor@totaltattoo.co.uk All details correct at time of going to press. E&OE.

UK
CONVENTIONS

March 29-30

The Scottish 
Tattoo Show
Corn Exchange, Edinburgh, EH14 1RJ 
www.scottishtattooconvention.net

April 6

Ink & Iron
The Tower, Reservoir Road, Edgbaston,
Birmingham, B16 9EE
www.inkandiron.co.uk
info@inkandiron.co.uk

April 12-13

Tattoo Extravaganza
Portsmouth
Portsmouth Pyramids Centre,
Clarence Esplanade, Portsmouth,
Hampshire PO5 3ST
tattooextravaganza@live.co.uk
www.tattooextravaganza.co.uk

April 12-13

7th North Lakes 
Tattoo Show
Shepherds Inn, Carlisle, Cumbria
Tel 01228 545156
www.northlakestattooshow.co.uk

May 11

Somerset Tattoo
Convention
Blake Hall, St Saviours Avenue,
Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 3NZ

May 17-18

Liverpool 
Tattoo Convention
The Adelphi Hotel, Ranelagh Place,
Liverpool, Merseyside, L3 5UL
Tel: 0151 709 0479
www.liverpooltattooconvention.com

May 24-25

The 4th International
Northern Ireland 
Tattoo Convention
Ulster Hall, Belfast
Facebook.com/nitattoo.convention
ww.nitattoo.co.uk

May 24-25

Leeds International
Tattoo Expo
New Dock Hall, adjacent to Royal
Armouries Museum, Leeds
Tel 07787 420244
enquiries.lite@gmail.com
www.leedstattooexpo.com

May 24-25
‘Ink & Oil Tattoo and
Art Convention’.
The East of England Showground, 
Peterborough, 
Cambridgeshire PE2 6XE
www.hotrodandcustomshow.co.uk

June 7-8

Croydon Tattoo
Convention
Fairfield Halls, Park Lane, Croydon,

Surrey CR9 1DG,

www.croydontattooconvention.com/

June 7-8

Northampton
International 
Tattoo Convention
Saints Rugby Ground, Weedon Road,

Northampton, NN5 5BG

www.northamptoninternationaltattooco

nvention.com

Tel:01604 949958

June 7-8

Reading Tattoo
Convention
Rivermead Leisure Complex, Richfield

Avenue, Reading, RG1 8ER

Tel 0118 959 0700 or 0118 959 8616

readingtattooshow@hotmail.co.uk

www.readingtattooshow.co.uk

June 13-16

Inkfest 3
Sand Bay Leisure Resort, 

Weston Super Mare

www.inkfest.co.uk

June 14

North East Tattoo Expo
ARC, Stockton Arts Centre, 

Dovecot Street Stockton-on-Tees

TS18 1LL 

www.facebook.com/northeasttattooex

po

June 21-22

Ink for Heroes
The Racecourse, Knavesmire Rd, York, 

North Yorkshire YO23 1EX

www.inkforheroes.co.uk

inkforheroes@hotmail.co.uk

July 12-13

Milton Keynes 
Tattoo Expo
Stadium MK, Stadium Way West, 

Milton Keynes, MK1 1ST 

Tel 01908 604201

www.mktattooconvention.co.uk

July 19-20

Cardiff Tattoo & 
Toy Convention
Mercure Cardiff Holland House Hotel

24-26 Newport Road, Cardiff, 

CF24 0DD

info@cardifftattooandtoycon.co.uk

www.cardifftattooandtoycon.co.uk

July 26-27

Portsmouth Tattoo
Convention
The Portsmouth Guildhall,

Portsmouth, Hampshire

www.portsmouthtattooconvention.com

August 15-17

Titanic International 
Tattoo Convention
Titanic Building Belfast

1 Queens Rd, Titanic Quarter

Belfast BT3 9EP,

www.facebook.com/titanic.tattooconv

entionbelfast14

August 16-17

Dundee 
Tattoo Convention
Abertay Union, 1-3 Bell Street,

Dundee, Angus DD1 1HP, Scotland

http://dundeetattooconvention.co.uk

August 16-17

Norwich Body Art
Festival
The Open Youth Venue, 20 Bank Plain,

Norwich, Norfolk NR2 4SF

www.norwichbodyartfestival.co.uk

September 5-7

The 2nd International
Deaf Tattoo Convention
St. John’s Deaf Community Centre

258 Greens Lanes, Manor House,

London, N4 2HE

www.deaf-tattoo.com

September 14

Female Tattoo Show
Leamington Assembly, Spencer Street,

Warwickshire CV31 3NF

www.femaletattooshow.co.uk/

September 26-28

London Tattoo
Convention
Tobacco Dock

Porters Walk, London, E1W 2SF

www.thelondontattooconvention.com

October 25-26

Tattoo Royale
Harrogate International Centre

King’s Rd, Harrogate, 

North Yorkshire HG1 5LA

www.tattooroyale.co.uk

November 29-30

Cariad Ink
Venue Cymru, The Promenade,

Llandudno LL30 1BB

www.facebook.com/CariadInk

OVERSEAS
CONVENTIONS

March 21-23

Skindustry Expo
Holiday Inn Conference Center, Lehigh

Valley, Allentown, PA, USA

Tel +1 610 770 7587 or email

info@skindustryexpo.com

www.skindustryexpo.com 

March 28-30

12th Annual Lady Luck
Tattoo Arts Expo
Circus Circus Hotel and Casino, Reno,
Nevada, USA
Tel +1 412 531 5319 or email
tattootim@me.com
www.ladylucktattooexpo.com

April 11-13
Frankfurt International
Tattoo Convention
Fairground Frankfurt, Theodor-Heuss-
Allee 3
60486 Frankfurt am Main, Germany
www.convention-frankfurt.de/joom/

April 25-27
4th International Nepal
Tattoo Convention
Yak and Yeti Hotel
www.nepaltattooconvention.com
www.facebook.com/NepalTattoo

April 30-May 1
Amsterdam Tattoo
Convention
RAI Amsterdam
Europaplein 1078 GZ Amsterdam 
The Netherlands
http://amsterdam.tattooexpo.eu/nl/2014

May 30-1June
2nd Kerry International
Tattoo Convention
Killarney Co.Kerry - Ireland 
www.kerrytattooconvention.ie

June 20-22
Transilvania Tattoo
Expo
Sibiu, Romania
www.tattooexpo.ro
www.transilvaniatattoo.ro

August 1-3
Berlin Internationale 
Tattoo Convention
Eichenstr.6  12435 Berlin
www.tattoo-convention.de

September 5-7
22nd Annual Meeting of
the Marked
Monroeville Convention Center,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA
Tel + 1 412 531 5319 or 
email tattootim@me.com
www.meetingofthemarked.com

November 2
Tattoo Sunday
Studio Hall 8310, Brugges, Belgium
www.facebook.com/tattoosundaybrugge

November 7-9
International Brussels
tattoo Convention
www.brusselstattooconvention.be/
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What makes you happy?

My life, my wife, tattooing and riding my

motorbikes.

What makes you angry?

My life, my wife, tattooing and riding my

motorbikes.

What was the last book 

you read?

The Crew, can’t remember the author. 

It was about football hooligans and it was

free to download on my Kindle.

What was the last movie 

you saw? 

Apollo 18, a ‘Blair Witch’ style film about

secret moon landings and aliens.

What pets do you have?

Terry, the shop manager! We found him in

a pile of used bike tyres, semi naked and

covered in engine oil !!!!

What would you eat for your last

meal on earth? 

One of my mum’s roast dinners (or Terry!)

If you won the lottery, what is

the first thing you would buy? 

3 x Aprilia RSV4’s and a year’s worth of

track days.

Who would play you in the

movie of your life?

Bender from Futurama.

What song would be the

soundtrack of your life?

I Wanna Be Adored,  by the Stone Roses.

What would your superpower

be?

The Power of Greyskull (if it was good

enough for He-Man...)

What keeps you awake at night? 

The fear that maybe all the stuff in my

survival kit (ready for nuclear war/zombie

invasions etc) has expired past its ‘sell by’

date!

What is the best lesson life has

taught you?

Regret nothing and don’t push back!

How would you like to be

remembered?

Young and handsome.

What is your favourite tattoo

that you have done?

I did this on Sid’s ribs. It’s his four year old

daughter’s picture of her Dad, dog and

the first time she wrote her own name.

It’s a reminder that you can just have a

tattoo that makes you smile.

Finish this sentence: Dean is...

quite possibly a danger to himself and

others !!

mugshot
We ask tattooists some probing questions and encourage 

them to reveal a different side of themselves!  

This month

Dean Kendall
Braintree Tattoo
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